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1855.] MEMOIR OP SYDNEY SMITH. 549 

Who careth where the shades of night are fled? 
Who waits To-morrow's far, uncertain dawn ? 
To-day, to-day, the sun is on the hills. 
Go forth, O hero ! resolute and strong. 
Work while the day is given, and, working, sing. 
And though, amid the clashing instruments 
Of earth's great orchestra, men heed it not, 
No feeblest voice shall pass unheard of God ! " 



4. — The History of Napoleon Bonaparte. By John S. C. Abbott. 
With Maps and Illustrations. New York : Harper and Brothers. 
1855. 2 vols. 8vo. pp. 611, 666. 

With the style of these volumes we are not disposed to find fault ; 
for it has the two traits which we deem essential before all others to a 
good narrative style, — perspicuity and vivacity. There is, indeed, it 
may be, too much of the schoolmaster manner, — the appearance of 
writing down to the comprehension of partially developed minds ; yet 
it is by no means improbable that this appearance is an illusion wholly 
subjective, and growing out of our didactic associations with the broth- 
ers Abbott. The apparatus of maps and engravings for the illustration 
of the history, is, so far as we know, unequalled, and of itself gives 
great value to the work, which at the same time bears every other indi- 
cation of faithfulness and thoroughness in the collection and arrange- 
ment of materials. Yet we regard the book as false in its rendering 
of facts, and as of injurious moral tendency. Why we think so, we had 
intended to say in our present number ; but the esteemed contributor 
who has this task in charge craves three months' grace, and will pre- 
sent his strictures in our January issue. 



5. — A Memoir of the Reverend Sydney Smith. By his Daughter, 
Lady Holland. With a Selection from his Letters, edited by 
Mrs. Austin. New York : Harper and Brothers. 1855. 2 vols. 
24mo. pp. 378, 511. 

This Memoir has enabled us to do tardy justice to the memory of a 
man whose character we had grossly misjudged. We had thought of 
him chiefly as a wit, a bon vivant, and a clerical roue". We have 



